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PR OV. xxiv. 21. latter Part. 


Meddle not with them that are given 
to change. ----- 


HES E are the Words of the Wiſeſt of 
earthly Kings, and they carry with 
them all the Weight and Authority that 
can ariſe from a conſummate Know- 
ledge of the World, and a thorough Inſight into 
the Intereſts and Concerns of Men, conſider'd in 
their Perſonal and Social Capacity. The Change 
here mentioned reſpects publick Government; and 
accordingly the Words are to be underſtood as a 
Caution againſt engaging in factious Deſigns and 
traiterous Practices againſt the Government to 
which we owe Subjection; againſt engaging in 
Attempts to ſubvert it, or to wreſt it out of the 
Hands of its rightful Poſſeſſors. A Caution which 
will ever merit Regard, ſince ſuch Attempts muſt 
neceſſarily be productive of the greateſt Evils both 
A Moral 
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Moral and Natural, as well to the Perſons who 


carry them on, as to the nn whereof they 
are Members, 


In the firſt place, Such ihe Attempts muſt 
involve thoſe, who are concerned therein, in the 
moſt flagrant and heinous Guilt. As Government 
is the Ordinance of God, and of abſolute Neceſſi- 
ty to the Welfare, and even to the Being of So- 
ciety, he has been ever pleaſed to intereſt himſelf 
in it's Preſervation and Support; and in order 
thereto has raiſed about it all the Fences neceſſary 
to guard it againft- Outrage and Inſult ; particular- 
ly by laying Subjects under the ſtricteſt Obligations 
to Submiſſion and Obedience, and by recognizing 
Kings and Rulers as his V icegerents and Deputies 
in the Diſpofal and Management of National At- 


fairs. Hence we find them in the Scriptures of the 


Old Teſtament ſtiled God's and The Lord's Anoint- 


ed, in regard to that ſpecial Relation to him, 


whereby they are dignified. And we know. that 
God's own People the Jews were moſt ſtrictly re- 
ſtrained, not only from ſtretching forth their 
Hands againſt the Lord's Anointed, from offering 
Violence or Inſult to their Perſons, from conſpi- 
ring to Dethtone or Depoſe them, but likewiſe 
from that more indirect Kind of Rebellion, which 
conſiſts in treaſonable Language and ſeditious In- 
.. vectives. Thou ſhalt not reuile the Gadi, war curſe 
the Ruler of 'thy nm is an en e their 
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Nor doth the Goſpel Diſpenſation make any 
Alteration or Abatement, with reſpect to our Du- 
ty in this Matter: It enjoins every Sou] without 
Diyſtin&ion; to be ſubject to the Higher Porwers,'and rom. xii. 


that not only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience ſake ; 
not only as reſiſting the Power renders us of courſe 
liable to temporal Puniſhment, but alſo as we muſt 
be anſwetable to God for the Sin we are guilty of 
in ſuch Reſiſtance, Tt. doth not indeed concern 
itſelf with the Modes of Government, ſo as to de- 
clare for any one Form in Prejudice to, and Ex- 
cluſion of all others; on the contrary, leaves thoſe 
things to be determined and ſettled by the Diſcre- 
tion, and according to the Temper and Circum- 
ſtances of particular Communities. But, as in 
every Conſtitution there muſt be a ſupreme Power 
and Authority lodged ſomewhere ; ſo where- ever 
that is veſted, whether it be in one or. more Per- 
ſons, Chriſtianity requires that it be obeyed and 
revered, giving it in Charge to all it's Profeſſors, 


that they ſubmit to every Ordinance of Man for the 1 Pet. ii. 


Lord's jake. In which Injunction is intimated, 
that howſoever any particular Government may, 
with reſpect to it's firſt Formation 'and Settlement, 
be confider'd as the Ordinance of Man, (the deter- 
mining by whom, and in what Mm it is to be 
exerciſed, being a Meaſure undoubtedly human) 
yet does it by being regularly and — eſtabliſh- 
ed become the Ordinance of God; and a dutiful 
Behaviour thercto becomes a Matter of religious 
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Concern and Obligation ; and therefore whoever 
fets himſelf to overturn, . to es or diſtreſs it, 
will be found to fight againſt God. | 
Hence then it appears, that Rebellion and Trea- 
ſon, whereſoever they may ſeek for Countenance 
and Encouragement, can receive none from Reli - 
gion. They can plead no Warrant from Chriſt, 
howſoever they may from his /pretended Vicar : 
On the contrary, they are directly repugnant to 
the Divine Will, and ſpeak an open Defiance of 
the Divine Authority; and ſhould they eſcape un- 
puniſhed in this World, they will certainly, with- 
out Repentance, fall under the Judgment and Con- 
demnation of the Next. Eſpecially if it be fur- 
ther conſider'd; that the Guilt of the Rebel or 
Traitor is never confined to the ſingle Crime of his 


Treaſon, black as that is, but always includes 


other Enormities of the worſt Kind: It of courſe 
lays aſide all Regard to the Reſtraints of Law, and 
too often to the Obligation of Oaths ; becomes in- 
ſenſible to the Impreſſions of Humanity, and to 
the Voice: of Conſeience; inſomuch that Hypocri- 
ly, Perjury, Sacrilege, Rapine and Murder are the 
Grapes of Gall that are uſually conjoined in a 


Cluſter with this odious Crime. Dreadful Ac- 


count to render to Almighty God! whereof theſe, 
and fuch as theſe, are the principal Articles, But 

let =” 
In the ſecond 0 Attend to the Natural (that 
Is, the Temporat) Evils, which Faction and Trea- 
{on 
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fn commonly produce; and that, 1. To a Coun- 


try in general; and, 2. To the particular P Perſons 
engaged therein. 


Whatever Cauſe Men of turbulent and factious 


Spirits may pretend, for being diſguſted with, and 


endeavouring the Overthrow of the Government 
they live under, they muſt needs preſume that 
other Subjects, who think differently, will be as 
zealous to ſupport, as they can be to deſtroy. 
This, under a good' Conſtitution; every reaſonable 
Man will look on himſelf, in Intereſt as well as 
Duty, obliged to. Where that cannot be faid, 
and the People have leſs Cauſe to be in Love with 
the publick Eſtabliſhment, even there Cuſtom is 
found to create a Fondneſs, for what Reaſon not 
prejudiced by Uſe and Habit would not probably 
make it's Choice. Sometimes Religion may ſtep 
in, and determine an Attachment to the Powers 


that be. As therefore the Sticklers for a Change 
cannot well expect to gain their Point without Op- 


poſition ; as Oppoſition is not (ordinarily ſpeak- 
ing) to be bore down, but by having Recourſe to 
Arms; and as their riſing in Arms ought to be un- 
derſtood both as a Call and a Warrant to their Ru- 


lers to betake themſelves to the ſame Meaſures of 
Force and Violence; what muſt be the Fate of a 
Kingdom ſo divided againſt itſelf, but to become a 


Field of Blood, a Scene of military Ravage and 


Execution ? And whom is that Kingdom to regard 
as the Authors of it's Miferies? Not it's lawful Go- 


vernors 
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vernors; the Part they act they are compelled to 
by Neceſſity, and juſtified in by the Law of Self- 
defence and Self-preſervation ; and therefore in 


every. Inſtance here it may be attended with Con- 


ſequences fatal or hurtful, ſuch Conſequences are 


to be placed to the Account of the unnatural re- 
bellious Aggreſſors only, who, by having given 
Being to the Cauſe, are certainly anſwerable for 
the Effects. vg 

When the Prophet Eliſha on foretelling Haga- 
ets Advancement to the Throne of Syria, foretels 
likewiſe the Evil he was to do to the Children of 
T1/rael, faying, Their ftrong holds wilt thou ſet on fire, 


their. young men wilt thou Jay with the fivord, their 
children wilt thou daſh, and rip up their women with 


child, it is obſervable with what a Mixture of Hor- 
ror and Deteſtation the Syrian receives a PrediKti- 


on that ſet him out under ſo hideous a Character: 


But what, is thy ſervant a dog that he ſhould do this 


vii.12,13- great thing? Do you take me for ſuch a Monſter, 


as that I ſhould ever be guilty of the Cruelties you 
ſpeak of? Of what Appellation ſhall they now- 
a-days be thought worthy? Muſt they be called 
Chriſtians or Patriots, who to gratify a wicked 
Spirit of Ambition, Diſguſt or Avarice, ſhall wil- 
fully bring Evils of this Bulk upon their native 
Country? Evils which we find a Heathen to trem- 
ble at the Proſpect of, even when his Enemies were 
to be Sufferers thereby? For when they have de- 
W their Country of that Protection and 


Strength, 
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Strength which are the Reſult of Union, and Or- 
der, and Government; when every one's Sword is 
ſet againſt his Fellow within it, and the Adverſary 
and the Enemy are let into it's Borders from with- 
out, what can be expected to follow but a diſmal 
Havock of Mens Properties and Lives, without 
Reſtraint or Reſpect of Perſons? And in ſuch a 
Situation, who can be ſure of not being made to 
ſuffer even the worſt of what the e N Words 
import! D On 9 

Was therefore Rebellion not conlenttes or peo 
hibited by any written Law of God, it's miſchievous 
Fruits and Effects, fo contrary to the Dictates of 
common Humanity, as well as of Religion, would 
ſpeak it to be a Crime very malignant in itſelf, 
and highly infamous and deteſtable in the Sight of 


God and Man. And to conſider what Slaughter 


and Devaſtation it ſpreads, where- ever it gains 


ground, and how it involves Multitades, deſer ving 


of a better Fate, in Diftrefs and Ruin, were enough; 
one would think, not only to create in e 

Heart, not harden'd into a diabolical Rancour, an 
utter Averſion to meddle in it, but even to turn 
Victory and Succeſs (in cafe it was to meet with: 


Succeſs) into Mourning and Remorſe. _ 
But has fo daring an Inſult upon Law and Au- 


thority, both Divine and Human, a Right to pro- 
miſe itſelf Succeſs. upon any Footing of Experience 
or Probability? This is a Point, upon which it's 
Abettors would do well to lay out ſome of their 


Sagacity. 
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Sagacity. The Scheme, which they would carry 


Dan. iv. 


25. 


Pſal. cxliv. 


IO. 


into Execution, they cannot think but there will 
be ſtrenuous Efforts uſed: to defeat: Efforts ſup- 
ported and invigorated by Virtue, and Honour, 
and Conſcience, Nor ſhould they doubt but that 
a firm Courage, a brave Spirit and Reſolution, may 
exert itſelf to as eminent a Degree, and to as ef- 
fectual a Purpoſe in a good Cauſe, as in a damna- 
ble one, Beſides which it ſhould be remember'd, 
by all thoſe at leaſt who have not forgot their 
Chriſtianity, that %e mg? High ruleth in the King- 

dom of Men, and (as has been already obſerved) ta- 


keth the Concerns of Government under his own 


more immediate Cognizance and Protection. 
Has the Rebel then no Cauſe to be apprehenſive 


of having his Deſigns baffled, and his Devices 


confounded, by the Providence of that God, whoſe 
peculiar Characteriſtick it is, that He giveth Salva- 
tion to Kings? Should this prove the Caſe, what 
muſt follow but Ruin perhaps to an innocent 
Family, who may. become Sharers in his Puniſh- 
ment without taking Part in his Crime? Or ſup- 
poſing him to have nothing to apprehend for others, 
what is like to become of himſelf, but either to 
fall in the Field of Battle, and ſo to be hurried be- 
fore the awful Tribunal of God when in actual 
Hoſtility againſt him, and reaking-hot perhaps 
with the Blood of his Saints and Servants ; or elſe 
to be overtaken by. the Hand of publick Juſtice, and 
to have his ambitious Schemes and fine Hopes of 


building 
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building his Fortune on the Ruins of his Country 
terminated on the Scaffold, or in a Halter; or, 
laſtly, to be driven to ſeek his Bread in a ſtrange 
Land, and, like Cain, to be a Fugitive and a Va- 


gabond in the Earth? A wretched Paſs either of 


theſe muſt be for a Man to bring himſelf to, that 
by leading a quiet and peaceable Life, by moving 
in the Sphere and doing the Buſineſs aſſigned him 
by Providence, might have lived a Comfort to his 
Friends, and a Support to his Dependants; and at 
laſt have deſcended into the Grave in perfect Peace 
with God and the World. 

The foregoing Hints J have laid before you with 
a Retroſpect, you will eaſily conceive, to what has 
not long ago happened among ourſelves; it being 
much to be wiſhed, that every Subject of Great 
Britain ſhould at all times retain a thorough Senſe 
of the Wickedneſs and Villainy of that deſperate 
Enterprize, as well as make proper Reflections up- 
on the Event of it, and upon the Diſaſters which 
it drew on thoſe unhappy People who were enga- 
ged therein. You will however obſerve, that 
what has been ſaid had Reference mainly to the 
Attempt, conſidered in general and abſtractedly 
from the End which it was deſigned to promote; 
and that therefore, in order to give my Argument 


it's due Force, it will be neceſſary to have ſome 
Regard to the End itſelf, to the horrid complica- 


ted and every way fatal Miſchief avowedly intend- 
| B | ed 
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ed by the late Inſurrection of wicked Doers; no 
other than the Depoſing and Excluding the pre- 
ſent Proteſtant Royal Family, in order to exalt to 
the Throne of theſe Kingdoms a Creature of 
France, and a Votary of Rome. 

This being the Change which it has been the 
Endeavour, and which it is too much to be ſuſpect- 
ed is ſtill the Deſire of many of our deluded Fel- 
low- Subjects to bring about, let us ſet ourſelves to 
conſider what it imports, from whence and into 


what we were to change, if God, for the Sins of 


the Nation, ſhould ever ſuffer it to take place. 
And here it were eaſy to ſnew how deſtructive an 
Influence it muſt have on the various Occupations 
and Concerns of private Life; but as the Time 
will not admit of my allowing myſelf ſo large a 
Scope, I ſhall only beg Leave to obſerve, how fa- 


tally we ſhonld be affected thereby in two Points, 


which you will own to be of the greateſt Concern 


to us as a Society, namely, thoſe of Government 
and Religion. 


| L It is we” known that our Government, in it's 


preſent State, is eſtabliſned and regulated by Law; 
not impoſed by the fingle Authority of the Prince, 
but enacted by the Advice and with the Concur- 
rence of the Nobility and People, and therefore (it 
is in reaſon to be preſumed ) accommodated as 
much as * be to the common Weal. The 


Power 
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Power veſted in the Prince, and the Meaſure of 
Obedience required of the Subject, are each of 


them limited and determined by Law; ſo that as 


the Subject is not ſuffered to invade the Prerogative 
of the Prince, neither is the Prince allowed to en- 
croach on the Rights and Privileges of the Sub- 
jet. Hence ariſes that diſtinguiſhing Blefling of 


Britons, LIBERTY: An Exemption from all 


Duties, Reſtraints and Penalties not impoſed by 


Law, and a Right to Satisfaction and Redreſs for 


every Injury done to the Perſon of the meaneſt 
Subject, with reſpect to his Safety or Freedom. 
Hence that Stability of Property, whereby is ſecu- 


red to all Orders and Degrees of Men THEIR own, 


whether deſcended by Inheritance, or acquired by 
Labour and Induſtry, or in any other legal Way ; 
and which is equally a Security to the Peaſant in 


the Poſſeſſion of his Cottage, as to the King in 
that of his Crown. 


If to this the publick Duties and Taxes ſhould 
be objected as Encroachments upon Property; let 


it be remember'd, that they are laid on us no other- 
wiſe than by our own (for ſuch is our Repreſenta - 
tives) Conſent, and for our own Benefit and Ser- 
vice; that our Government could not ſubſiſt, nor 
our Liberty and Security, which are the Bleſſings 
of it, be preſerved without them; and that if they 
are of late increaſed to any extraordinary Degree, 

(which indeed is not to be denied) ſuch Increaſe is 
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to be charged, not on our Rulers, but on our Ene- 
mies, Foreign and Domeſtick; whoſe iniquitous 
Effors to deprive us of thoſe Bleſſings, have created 
the Neceſſity of an additional Expence. 

Wirh reſpect to the King, the Prophet's Queſti- 
on may be boldly put, Fhoſe ox has he taken? or 
whoſe aſs has he taken? Whom has he defrauded? 


Whom has he oppreſſed? What Inſtance can be pro- 


duced of an illegal Attack on his Part on any one's 
Perſon, Property or Religion ; of any Overture to 
diſpenſe with Law, or to obſtruct it's Courſe, or to 
arrogate to himſelf any Power other than that gives 
him? Of his Moderation and Lenity in the Uſe 
of the Power legally veſted in Him, the whole 
Courſe of his Reign has been a continued Proof. 
But one Inſtance is too conſiderable and too recent 
to be paſſed over. After the Defeat of the late 
moſt abominable Attempt againſt his Crown and 
Life, and a few Examples of Juſtice made, where 
it was neceſſary to ſhew that He beareth not the 
Stword in vain, and which to have omitted would 
have thrown an Imputation of Weakneſs on his 
Government, how ſoon is Mercy fuffered to take 
place, and to exert itſelf, firſt by a Mitigation of 
the Puniſhment of ſome of the moſt guilty Crimi- 
nals, and then by reſtoring the reſt (with few Ex- 
ceptions) by a ſolemn Act of Oblivion and Grace 
to the Protection of thoſe Laws (I preſume to uſe 
his Majeſty's own Words) which they had endea- 

| voured 
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voured to ſubvert. Such an Inſtance of Magnani- 
mity and Clemency is ſurely enough to put Diſaf- 
fection out of Countenance, and will, it is to be 
hoped, be receiyed with ſuitable Returns of Loy- 
alty and Gratitude ; or if it fails of having that Ef- 
fect upon thoſe, who are to reap the Benefit of it, 
they will approve themſelves People of a Diſpoſition 
diſingenuous and vile to the laſt Degree, and ſuch 
as no Goodneſs can endear or oblige. 

And now was this Gracious Prince to be diſpoſ- 
ſeſſed, and the Settlement of the Crown in his II- 
luſtrious Family to be reverſed (which God avert! ) 
what would be the State of Affairs? Why, a Go- 
vernment merely Deſpotick and Arbitrary, under 
which our Lives, our Fortunes, and our Conſci- 
ences, ſo far as they are to be affected by human 
Influence, muſt be in Reality at the Diſpoſal and 
Mercy of one Perſon ; under whom all Law muſt 
be reſolved into, all Right and Privilege over-ruled 
by mere Will and Pleaſure ; and whatever was laid 
upon us, or taken from us, no Redreſs to be ob- 
tained, but what that arbitrary Power would vouch- 


ſafe. Many a time have there been Endeavours 


uſed to bring the Land into this State of Bondage; 
but it is a Yoke which neither our Fathers nor we 
were able to bear. And I would obſerve to you, 
that were we to ſubmit to it now, it would reſt 
upon us with a much heavier Preſſure, than per- 
baps our Forefathers had ever Cauſe to be appre- 

henſive 
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henſive of. From the old Britiſb Spirit ſomething 
generous and good - natur d might be often hoped 
for; at leaſt it would be ſome Degree of Comfort 
to groan under Britiſp Tyranny not aggravated 
with foreign Improvements. But how muſt it 
mortify you, to ſee a Multitude of hungry Foreign- 


ers, of various Claſſes and Denominations, licting 


up all-around you the Good of the Land, and the 
Fruits of your Induſtry, as the Ox Hicketh up the 
Graſs of the Field? What a woful Change would 
be made in the Syſtem of Engliſh Government, if 
French Gallies and Baſtiles, and perhaps a Spaniſb 
Inguiſition, were adopted into it, and Britons were 
to be chained to the Oar, — or confined to Priſons - 
and Dungeons for Years, perhaps for Life, with- 
out Trial, yea and without Accuſation ; or elſe to 
be put to the Torture, or committed to the Flames, 


for no other Crime than not receiving as Articles 


of Faith, the vain Conceits and Devices of Men, 
and paying them an equal Regard with the Oracles 
of God? This is not putting an imaginary Caſe ; 
for if France and Spain were to ſet a King over us, 
it is in reaſon to be preſumed, that That King 
would make a Merit of purſuing the Maxims of 
his Patrons and Protectors, eſpecially where they 
fell in with his own Inclination and early Prejudi- 
ces, But let us attend, 


II. To the Effet which a Change of Govern- 
ment would have on our Religion, It will not be 
> doubted 
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doubted by any one that thinks rationally and im- 
partially, that if a Papiſt is ſeated on the Throne, 
he will uſe all his Power and Influence to eſtabliſh 
bis own Religion in theſe Kingdoms to the utter 
Excluſion of all others; it being ſo far from the 
Spirit of Popery to tolerate, or to be gentle to He- 
reticks (ſo it calls Proteſtants of every Denomina- 
tion) that it believes it does God Service in uſing 
them with all Manner of Cruelty, and in endea- 


vouring the Extirpation of them from off the Face 


of the Earth, Of it's Diſpoſition this way, it has- 
from time to time given many bloody and barba- 
rous Proofs; nor have we Reaſon to. flatter. our- 
ſelves that it's Spirit is at all alter d now from what 
it was formerly. To regain- it's former Sway and 


Power might indeed be a Work of ſome Time, 
and ſo long it might be reſtrained from running it's 
full Length by prudential Conſiderations. But 
ſuch Reſtraints would be of no longer Continuance 
than while the Expediency of them laſted. The 


ſame Cauſe, when all Obſtructions were removed, 
would undoubtedly produce the ſame Effects. 
You therefore (if any ſuch are here preſent) who 
are Proteſtants, and yet would have a Man to reign 
over you, who is a notarious Bigot to Popery, con- 
ſider, if your Wiſhes were to take Effect, what 
Deſtiny would await you in common with the 
Friends of the preſent Eſtabliſhment, in Recom- 
pence for your ill placed Zeal: No other, than the 
fad: 
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fad Choice either of being Converts to his Religion, 
or elſe of bearing Teſtimony to the Truth and 
Goodneſs of your own, by undergoing what you 
would find to be without a Figure, a Fiery Trial. 
Was the Evil not to be brought in your Days, or 
upon yourſelves ; or were you ever ſo well fortified 
and prepared to endure the worſt that could hap- 
pen, confider that there is a Regard and a Tender- 
neſs due to the Country that bare you ; not only to 
the preſent Generation, but to the Generations to 
come. How cruel and unnatural a Part, in re- 
ſpect of Both, would it be to deliver up the pure 
and primitive Church, whereof you call yourſelves 
Members and Sons, a Victim to the Mother of Har- 
lots and Abominations, whoſe Delight it is ? make 
herfelf drunken with the Blood ꝙ the Saints? How 
would you anſwer the being the curſed Inſtruments 
of depriving your Nation of the Light of the glo- 
rious Goſpel of Chriſt, in order to the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of a mottly Syſtem, interſperſed with cun- 
ningly deviſed Fables and Commandments of 
Men, never known to Chriſt or his Apoſtles, but 
many of them directly contradictory to what they 
taught and commanded? Simple unaggravated Er- 


ror may indeed be conſider'd in the Romiſh Church 


almoſt as a Blemiſh of a Venial Kind, as her Do- 
ctors ſay ſome Sins are. Were but few of her fa- 
vourite Tenets laid before you, you would ſoon 


perceive that worſe things are to be laid to her 


Charge, 
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Charge, and that you cannot profeſs her Faith, 
and bear a Part in her Worſhip, without incurring 
the Guilt of Impiety and groſs Idolatry. But I 
muſt have Regard to the Audience whom I detain; 
and to whom I fear I grow tedious. 

If you will yet ſay, that you have none of theſe 
things to fear ; that your Religion, as well as your 
other Rights and Privileges, are made ſecure to 
you by ſolemn Promiſes and Engagements ; let 


me tell you, that thoſe Promiſes will be no longer 
kept, than while he that made them thinks con- 
venient: That in his Account yon are no other 


than Hereticks ; and that all Promiſes made to ſuch 
as you, and in Favour of your Religion, have been 


by the Directors of his Conſcience formally decla- 
red null and void, and indeed have been in Fact 


always treated as void, 


What then: ſhoald be the Refale of alt that has 


been ſaid, but that we learn to ſet a due Value on 
 theiBlefſings we enjoy as Proteſtants and Britons, 
and not through wanton Levity or perverſe Diſcon- 
tent, ungratefully thruſt them from us, as if ſuch 
valuable Enjoyments were not worth the poſſeſſing. 
We live under the mildeſt and moſt gentle Govern- 
ment; we profeſs the beſt Religion in the World ; 
What reaſonable Motive or Inducement can we 
have to deſire a Change; eſpecially a Change for 
Popiſh Tyranny, Temporal and Spiritual ? Let us 
bleſs God who hath hitherto delivered us, and let 
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us pray to him that he will yet deliver us from that 
great and moſt dreadful Miſchief. Let us ſet our- 
ſelves to engage his Favour and Protection by well 


weighed and ſettled Vows of all holy Obedience to 


Him our ſupreme and heavenly Lord, and in Him 
and for Him to His Anointed Servant now ſet over 
us. Fear God, and honour the King, are Precepts 
joined together both in the Old and New Teſta- 
ment; and tho the former has confeſſedly the firſt 
and principal Claim to our Regard, the leaſt that 
can be inferred is, that the latter cannot innocent- 
ly be tranſgreſſed or diſpenſed withal. 

As to ourſelves — Were we under no Obliga- 
tion of Duty, Gratitude and Intereſt ought in rea- 
ſon to ſecure our Obedience to a Prince, who daily 
endears himſelf by an inviolable Adherence to the 
Laws, and a tender Concern for the Rights and 
Welfare of his People. Let us, on our Part, en- 
deavour to make his Reign eaſy and profperous by 
a ſteady Loyalty, by a fincere Attachment to his 
Royal Perſon, by being active and faithful in diſ- 
charging the Duties of our reſpective Stations, and 
by fudying to be quiet, and not meddling with 
things that are above us, and which we have nei- 
ther Ability nor a Call to judge of. And to con- 
elude all From a Senſe of the many wonder- 
ful Deliverances, which the Great God has from 
time to time wrought for this Church and Nation, 
let us be induced to anſwer the Purpoſe of theſe 


Mercies, by turning every one from his evil Way, 
and 
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and doing henceforth that which is well pleaſing 
in his Sight; by walking worthy of the Vocation 
wherewith we are called, and by Improvements in 
Virtue and Goodneſs ſuitable to the Advantages 
we enjoy. Thus we ſhall do our Parts towards 
rendering ourſelves a Happy and a Flouriſhing 
People in this World, and thus we ſhall not fail 


of being in our own Perſons everlaſtingly happy in 


the World to come. 


Now to God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all Honour and 


Ghry, all Praiſe, Might, Majeſty and Domi- 


nion both now and evermore. Amen, 
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